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Business profile

Aladdin Travel Agency

We gshed Meridian business - ;
awners to il ouf guestioungires
abent themeslves aud Hheir
prark. Some questicRs were
SOTT NS, SGME IRErE Jus far

Partwers Penny Stephens and
Leah Shawnen apened Aladdin
Trapel Agency in 1383,

Fennpy and her husband,
foharmy, faee fue sens — Soalt,
23, gnd Orige, 23, They live in
fhe Brigrweod commnaity and
afferd MorthPark Cherch.

Leah and her ushand,
Leonard, also bave g sons —
Liew, 48, and Dovid, 45, They
Tive in Meridian and altend
Paplar Springs Lrive United
Methedist Church

Both ladies are menhers of
Crrize Line fnfernations
Asociafion and Vacatien. Cam,

By Penny Stephens
and Leah Shannon
special to The Star

First, the fun

A mowie abouat our Tives and
work would be called “Diream
Builders” because we make
people's dream vacations an
clher petaways come troe. Leah
wield b |||.'|'_'.'1'l.| |:l_l." Panla Abluil,

FHOTE BY STEVE GILLESFIE 7 THE MERIDIAN STRE

BUILDERS OF DREAMS

Leah Shanman, keft, and Panny Stephans have worked togethar in the travel agancy business for
A1 years, Thay opaned Aladdin Trave! Agency on Constitution Avenue in 1383

and Penoy would be played by
Vanna White.

Chur business

& We plan vacations and hon-
evmoons as well as husiness
traps. The maln thing we do s

I CAN'T IMAGINE

A day without God imomy life.
B A weak without a littke rest and relaxaticn.
B A year without a crutae.

A letier from home

e [as Sept, 11 and the U5
War on Terror changed this
conmiry? It'%s ceriainly changed
the trameel business, The security
meszures have changed at air
s ad i fakes longer o check

woe sl eruises and air and hotel
j.l.:ll.:kil.ll.!I'H.

# How it started? We
pened owr of flee in 1983 aftes

agent is veur professional
experiise.

have  enjoyed

tionships with cur clients and
meeling

in af airports and cruise ports,
* Has if towehed onr families
livest Sept. 11 made us apgre-

pew il iy and friends more 0

NEANY Years of EN rience in the
s niess.

& Mo, of employeas: Thres

What wie think

& The best piees of profes-
sional  advice we  ever
received was from Axeth
“Shorty™ Bulleck, who said
what gL have as a travel

Vhat Penny looks for in
employees s one whe is not
allergic to hard work. What Leah
books for in emplovees i ane wha
s not allergic to suggestions, has
an outgoing personality  and
wiorka well with the public.

* The best thing that hap-
pened at our business this year
was, “We've had such good rels

clients.”

* The biggest challenge
our business faces in the
coming year is educating the
general public te realize the
importanee of & trained, quali-
fied travel censultant. It's nice
to have someone to sit down
and talk to, and to advise
them.

Oar varlues ¢ hangeed after 911

# Has it affected our bus-
ness? There are still some
peaple who are apprehensive
absout fravel

¢ Uur messyre [or the=
troops: We appreciate the sacri-
fiees von and vour Tamily hove
made to promofe recdam all
over The world

Worth the fight

Arndrem Folleif is @
freshmen af Lamar
Sckoel in Meridian —
wivere he plays
foottall aud baskefball
for the Baiders. His
farents are loce!
atformers Grearge and
Legn Folletif aud he oz
a frother, Nafhanis,
wive 5 4 high schoo!

semior al the Mizsizsippi
Sefool of Math and
Sciences o8 tie campus af
Missiszippi University for Wonren, The
Samily aiteras Cenbral Unifed Methodist
Charch

Fallatl

By Androw Follett
specisl to The Ster
[ have nad been affected deeply by any
death in Tran, and do not know any over seps
military persennel. So, [may na be entitled
o verite on fhis subject
[ you have been affected persenally by

the death of a friend or family member aver-
seas, | regret your less, and regred it even
mare &0 if vour apinions differ from mine,

| beliewe the Oght oversens has been
warth it. Saddam Husscin was an evil dic-
fator who necded ta be remaved from power.
¥e have found no weapons of mass destruoc-
fion, but that docsn’t mean Saddam didn’t
wanl them. Mow Irag is a free, democratic
state with elections,

| dont guite understand why there is still
fighting in Irag. The people must realize they
are better off now than they were two years
ago, They claim to Aght for their religion, bual
wet flave given them freedem of religion

| belieswe it is our responsibility a= a nation
to support our troops, They were not asked
if they wanted to o overseas, Mo one asks
their spinion of the war, Buot they put down
their lives for people they don® even know —
s that total strangers can enjoy better lives.
¥ can support our troaps with our hearts,
actions and prayers,

| have scen members of my congrega-
tion start collection baskets fo send care
packages te soldiers overseas. | have seen

ey takem to send to these less Tertunate
in [ea. 1 have seen teddy bears eollected tis
sel to [eagi children.

[t §= these acts of chardiy, plas the courage
1o fight eruelty, that makes Sroeriea the best
country in the waorld. [am prowd te be a cit-
izen of the God-Elessed United States, and |
am pravd to see other citizens of my country
fght fier frecdom.

SPEAK UP
Here's how these Lauderdale County
residents answered the question,
"Now that we're this far into the war and

Saddam Hussein has been captured,
do you think we should pull our troops out
and let the Iragis fake over — or stay and

finish what we sfarted? Why?"
This poll was conducted in December,
before the elections in Iraq.

“Ma, we should not pull our troops oot yet because the [ragis
do mot hayve their country under control and things might go
back to the way they were pre-war,”

Monica Loden, 31
teacher

*1 beliewe that we should fnish the work that we started to
bring democracy to the nation. We should show that we will not
back down to terrorist threats and pressures, and also, it is good
e inish what we start. They need to have a well-<stablished,
functioning dermocratic process in place before we leawve "

Kim Dawvis, 333
teacher

“Althoogh [ feel the reasoning in going into lrag was dubious
tomny the beast, 1definitely feel that we must stay in Ieag wntil
the job is done. Alter the elections, however, | feel we ahould
adopt the Miwonian approach: Vietnamization — slowly taking
troaps out and replacing them with Iragi officials.”

Gary James, 17
student

“1 think that cur troops should remain in [rag to add the fin-
ishing touches to what the United States started. In my opinion,
the LS, started it and the 118, should Anish it T do not think
aur froops should be removed freom Irag and leave everything to
the people of Iraq because | believe it is stll the responsibility of
the U5, to make sure everything ends the way it should.”

Brittany Mars, 16
student

“1 think we should finish what we started, because [ dont
think the [raqi government is strong encough o carry on
without more guidance from the United States.”

Joy Ethridge, 42
coumnselor

“1 definitely think that we should stay and finish what we
started. IFwe pull oot now, it will make other countries think s
are wenk and don’t fallow through with our promises.”

Cathi Harper, 5O
nuclear med-tech

“1 think we should continwe until they are ablke fo run their
own country, and [ don’t think they are ready yet. They still
nieed more training and intellipence.”

Suzetic Sullivan, 50
Meridian Commumnity College

*1 do not think we shoukd pull out now. We haven't accom-
plished what wee need to, and if we stop now, all cur soldiers will
have died invain.”

Aimee Chandler, 26
Meridian Community College

“Although [ don™ want owr troops awver there, | know that, if
they are not there, then [rag will probably go back to the way il
was belore we arrived.”

LN Fuller, 18
siudent

Abby Havard, a 2oplostore at Sowikest
Lawderdale High Schowl, conpaled thiz
Speak Up gieeation. Her parents are Jokn
and fequne Havard and she has a sister,
Alizon. The family affends Hebron Bapeisf
Chaercl., Abby plays zofiball for Smitheass,
aied plaus t0 parsice @ career G5 g movie
editor awdsor @uisator

Havard

Capt. Henry A. “Hap”
FPalmer of the Mississippi
Army Mational Guard’s
150th Combat Engineer
Battalion at Key Field is a
branch officer and lender
at Community Bank.

He was deployed to
Iraq in January, and his
tour of duty is expected

1o last about a year.
His unit will be attached
to the 2nd Marine
Expeditionary Force.
Hap Palmer is the son
of Henry and Jan Palmer
of Meridian and a
graduate of the
University of Mississippi.
He and his wife, Ashlay,
have two children —
4-year-old Jake and
2=year-old Olivia.
The family attends
Daleville Methodist
Church.
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Com=anity Bank, Meridans sl Inonk row §<) Gna 'Wal, Sharon Rose, Dosne Payse, Siephane Grace,
Deedl Srrvih, Kiss McAdse, Cena Moss, Crisdy Siuar, Bewve iy |eaacs; second row (-1} Debte Shidey Dianne
Tewvis, Cindy 'White, Shaun Eubasks, Kailry Asdesas, han Harper, Tasya Hodnetl, thind rew (1) Jell -
WizCoy, Bob Hdll, Debbie MeCama Colby Caole, Micke b= Wiy, Pal Moran, Joan Ruseshaum, Reging
Peky. Jo Elien Taydoe, Patncia Naydor, Kamn Harsen; fourts mar [l Bubba Mampios, Chuck Nichalson.
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From Your Co-Workers at Community Bank




